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 On August 8th 2009, Masons 

throughout Flagstaff gathered at Masonic 

Lodge #7 for a 2nd degree like no other.  

Brothers Timothy William Gibson, and 

Alfred Kenneth Austin III had given their 

1st degree proficiency on the previous 

Thursday, and were prepared for their 

passing to the degree of Fellow craft.  

The anticipation in the air was as thick as 

smoke as many who had gathered had 

never seen a Military degree performed; 

and those who had stated it had been a 

number of years since they had witnessed 

one.    

 The Military Degree Team is 

made up of Masons from lodges across 

the state, and representing the Army, 

Navy, Air Force, Marines and even the 

French Foreign Legion.  Tim, and Ken 

are both currently enlisted in the Army, 

and are stationed at the Army Recruiters 

Office here in Flagstaff.  

 The degree was conducted in a 

very similar fashion, with a few points of 

difference.  The most obvious notes was 

that any procession in or about the Lodge 

was accompanied by music; Anthems 

and Marches were played as if escorting 

the officers in and about the lodge room.  

Prior to opening Lodge, a formal Mili-

tary uniform inspection was done.    All 

officers were then received their jewels 

and seated in their appropriate places.  

Worshipful Brother Jean-Claude Mal-

terre was the acting master of the degree. 

 The candidates were con-

ducted individually for the first half 

of the degree, and the second por-

tion was performed jointly.  Upon 

completion of the degree Ken and 

Tim were presented with a hand-

carved pen made by Worshipful 

Brother J. Wes Stokes, who is cap-

tain of the degree team, a plaque 

which recapitulated the ceremony 

which they had just gone through, 

as well as a vile of authentic sand 

taken from the beach at Normandy.  

After completion of the ceremony 

there were calls made to the attend-

ing brethren who were acting as 

well as past masters to stand and be 

recognized.  A similar call was 

made to all veterans of the foreign 

wars to stand and be recognized 

for their service to their country.  

Food, drink and conversation fol-

lowed and the degree team made 

their journey back home. 

    It 

was truly a spectacular event, one 

which I was glad to be present at 

and experience.  A hearty thanks 

goes out to the AZ Military De-

gree Team for sharing their beau-

tiful work with all of us at Flag-

staff Lodge #7. 

 

Jason D. Morrett 

A 2nd Degree in due form  

September & October 2009 
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 I was initiated and given 

The First Degree of Entered Ap-

prentice Mason on April 16th 

2009. I had been interested in 

Masonry for a long time. I think, 

but am not sure, that my Grand-

father was a Mason. I grew up 

while he took part in charitable 

organizations, helping where he 

could. I used to walk by the Ma-

sonic Lodge everyday in the 

town that I grew up in, in New 

Jersey, wondering what the sym-

bol with the Square and Com-

pass meant.  Unlike the Flagstaff 

Lodge, this building was a large 

brick building with no windows 

and a staircase leading up to a 

set of large thick wooden doors 

which were always locked. 

There was no one there to an-

swer questions about Masonry or 

anyone around that I could rec-

ognize as a Mason to ask about 

it. After I joined the Army and 

was stationed in Germany, the 

thought of Masonry entered my 

mind again and I began looking 

into it. The only Lodge I could 

find was Prince Hall Masons 

who were linked to the military 

overseas. They were not discreet 

and tended to brag and display 

the fact that they were Masonôs. 

They carried themselves like 

they were better than the rest of 

Unit and later I found out that 

initiation into their Lodge was 

almost like the rough hazing that 

you would go through to join a 

college fraternity. That was all I 

found out and I decided that I did-

nôt need that kind of treatment just 

to be a part of an organization that 

is supposed to give to and make 

the community a better place to 

live in.                                      

 Fourteen years later, I re-

turned to the United States to be a 

Recruiter and was stationed here in 

Flagstaff Arizona. I had been here 

for about a year and was out one 

afternoon during the summer of 

2008 training one of my new re-

cruiters. I instructed him to cross 

the street to the courthouse lawn 

and talk to several people who 

were sitting on the grass. I was 

speaking to another recruiter and 

close friend of mine when I looked 

behind me and realized I was 

standing at the front door to the 

Flagstaff Lodge.                       

éééééé..Continued on pg 6  

and pulled up one of the gifts and brought it 
back to the dinning table where we were 
sitting and asked if we would be sure to 
give this to our WWII brother.  We agreed 
but as we both finished our lunch I asked 
Worshipful Brother Malterre if he was leav-
ing right away for the trip south.  He in-
formed us that he was not in any great 
hurry to leave Flagstaff.  So I asked if he 
would like to present the gift in person.  He 
replied that he would be very pleased to 
give the gift in person.                            
 After completion of lunch and 
lodge goodbyes, Worshipful Brother Mal-
terre, Zed Veal and I traveled to the Aspen 
House where our Brother G.W. Moore now 
resides.  After greetings and introductions 
Worshipful Brother Malterre presented 

 As all present at the degrees on 
Saturday August 8th will recall, the Worship-
ful Master of the military degree team Wor-
shipful brother Jean-Claude Malterre, asked 
veterans of past wars to stand as asked for 
the different wars.  No brothers stood for 
WWII so it was assumed we had none, at 
least none were present.  After Lodge was 
closed and every one retired to the dinning 
room for lunch and conversation, Brother 
Zed Veal and I sat near Worshipful Brother 
Malterre and engaged in talk about Military 
history and remembrances.  I recalled that 
we did have at least one brother who I 
knew was a veteran of WWII.  That informa-
tion was passed along to Worshipful 
Brother Malterre, who said he had a special 
gift to give to veterans of WWII.  He went 

Brother Moore with a vile of authentic Nor-
mandy Beach sand from his home country 
and thanked Brother Moore for his service 
to the Marine Corp and the United States 
of America during WWII and Korea.          
 After a nice visit again, goodbyes 
were said and handshakes were given and 
Worshipful Brother Malterre traveled south 
and Zed and I went about our day.
 Thank you Brother Guiff Moore 
for your service to this country, this com-
munity and Flagstaff Lodge #7; and thanks 
to Zed Veal and Sonny East for their ser-
vice during the Korean War.  Thanks to all 
our brothers who have served this country, 

this community and Flagstaff #7.               

Art Lindsey 

My First Degree  éééééééééééééééééé..By Alfred Kenneth Austin III  

A Precious Giftééééééééééééééééé..A Letter by Art Lindsey 

Page 3 Trest le Board Volume 9,  Issue 5 



 Let me first start out by expressing my sin-

cere thanks to all of you who have brought food, 

attended services, sent cards and your good 

thoughts and prayers to Tara, Riley and Olivia, my 

Mom, and myself on the death of my son, Eric, in 

Afghanistan. Your thoughtfulness and support have 

meant so much to all of us. 

 We have just returned from the annual 

Grand Chapter and our Chapter has received the 

following appointments for the coming year:  Rox-

anne Browne, AZ Chapter Restoration Team and 

Directory Ad Sales; Lois Davis, General Arrange-

ments and Silent Auction chr.; Howard Davis, Es-

cort to Grand Trustee, Historian, and General Pol-

icy; Don Galyon, Escort to Grand Lecturer and 

Asst. Registration; Mary Lou Galyon, Special Asst. 

to the WGM, and Asst. Registration chr.; Wilma 

Jones, Distinguished Guests; Nancy Hughes, Dis-

trict Instructor #8, Asst. Grand Organist, Banquets, 

and Budget; Georgia Moore, Asst. Grand Organist; 

Leona Watson, Personal Grand Page to the Grand 

Lecturer, Asst. Registration, and Hospitality; and 

Kathy Lindstrom, Grand Lecturer. 

We start having meetings again in September, so be 

sure to mark your calendars to join us for stated 

meetings on Sept. 8th and 22nd at 7:30 pm. And, 

donôt forget to plan ahead for our Official Visit on 

Saturday, October 3rd, at 2:00 pm., with a luncheon 

before at noon. 

 Let one of the officers know if you want a 

ride to any of our meetings. 

Grand Canyon Chapter #4, Flagstaff-Order of the Eastern Star                                      
By Kathy Lindstrom Secretary 
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Worshipful Brother Don, 

   Since you are the secretary and read correspondence 

I figured that I would share a sight that I took a picture 

of during my vacation the last week of June. I had just 

finished lying on the beach and walking the streets 

shopping with my wife in Nasau in the Bahamas. We 

returned to the cruise ship for our journey back to Ft. 

Lauderdale and while standing on the deck of the ship 

I pointed to a beautiful yellow painted building that 

housed an expensive watch store on the bottom floor. 

As I told my wife that we had just moments before 

browsed that store I took notice from the ship that it 

was also a Masonic Hall and had the Square and Com-

pass adorned on the outside wall that you could not 

see from street level. I thought you might like the pic-

ture and if Brother Jason wishes, he can use this pic-

ture and story for his next Trestle Board. 

Ken Austin Thanks Brother Ken! 



 Upon my return from vacation, I entered my home 

and after I brought in our luggage I checked my phone 

messages. I fell back after learning the loss of OES Sister, 

Kathy Lindstromôs son in Afghanistan. As OES had been 

sending goody boxes to our troops, my wife and I also had 

sent boxes to our son-in-law serving in the Persion Gulf. 

Our deepest Heartfelt Sympathy to Kathy and her family. 

 I missed out on our July Stated Meeting in Flag-

staff, however I did attend the Leeward Lodge in Wahi-

awa, HI., which normally meets at the Schofield Lodge. 

The Grand Master of Hawaii F & AM Lodges was making 

his official visitation at that meeting. I spoke briefly with 

Brother Marty Alexander, MWGM of Free and Accepted 

Masons of Hawaii prior to the meeting and we exchanged 

Lodge Pins. I also presented our lodge pins to the officers 

and brothers of Leeward Lodge. 

 Brother Gerardo Biala WM, Leeward Lodge was 

most accommodating. The brothers and officers assembled 

and greeted the MWGM Hawaii F & AM in an extremely 

precise manner. The meal before the meet-

ing was pulled pork and other delicious 

Polynesian dishes. Thank You to WM Biala 

for a warm welcome during my visit. 

 During my visit, I also met at that 

meeting brother Jeremy Holloway WM of 

Schofield Lodge and I also exchanged pins 

with him. He showed me around the 

Schofield Lodge facility and gave a brief 

history. Schofield Lodge has some shirts 

available by intranet only. They did not 

have any available in lodge for purchase but 

they are very nice and have the SC & G set 

into a tropical island beach setting. To all 

the brothers in our tropical state of Hawaii, 

to MWGM Alexander, WM Biala, and WM 

Holloway Thank You for your courtesies 

shown during my visit. 

 This simply goes to show as I have 

stated in previous articles and issues that a 

Mason can travel around the country or 

world and still enjoy a friendly visit and tasty meal with 

all Brother Masons wherever you go. This also is ex-

pressed in our lectures and ritual, that óBrotherly Loveô is 

expressed in all of our states and throughout our globe.  

 As I close out this article let me state that I am 

also preparing myself for the San Bernardino visit and 

our joint Third Degree in late August. Let us show our 

brothers from our neighboring state of California that 

Flagstaff can again show a warm and courteous welcome 

to our fellow Masonic brothers. 

 

  Fraternally 

  Lou Campas SW 

From The ôAloha State Farô West by Lou Campas SW 

In the photo above: front row left to right Monty Glover GSW, 

Randolph Chang WB, Lou Campas SW Flagstaff #7, Marty Alexander 

MWGM Hawaii F & AM, Antonio Ligaya GJW, back row left to right 

Charles Wegner DGM, Harry Kanekua WB, Robert S. Schultz WB and 

PM Schofield Lodge, Dennis S. A. Ing PGM 2008 Hawaii F & AM.  
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 I didnôt hesitate, I walked upstairs and 

spoke to Brother Don who answered quite a bit of 

questions, and he gave me a pamphlet with some 

information in it and invited me to dinner the fol-

lowing week. I returned several times until I was 

permitted to turn in a petition to join all the while 

meeting and becoming friends with several of the 

members and Brothers.     

 I wonôt forget my first degree. I have al-

ways been interested in tradition, history and line-

age.  Not once did I feel nervous about the initia-

tion, mostly a feeling of being anxious to be a part 

of the Lodge. I told myself before I was prepared 

that the initiation couldnôt be any worse than an 

Army promotion board except in this case I didnôt 

have anything to lose such as a shot at being pro-

moted to the next higher rank. I was prepared and 

led to the door of the lodge and Brother Jason 

asked me about my tattoos which were now visible, 

I laughed and any once of nervousness dissipated at 

that moment. He said one final comment that, 

ñEveryone in that room is here for you, so donôt be 

nervous.ò I realized that I was entering the adjacent 

room to become a member of a very traditional or-

ganization and the ceremony I was ushered through 

proved just that. Even though I was blindfolded I 

quickly gathered my bearing and realized that I was 

being paraded around the lodge in a very distinct 

orderly fashion. I enjoyed the order of the cere-

mony being of a long military tradition. I have 

pledged my life to military service in the Army to 

honor my Grandfather and have taken the oath of 

enlistment several times. When the Obligation was 

presented to me, I knew that I was yet again pledg-

ing my life to an ideal and further set of values and 

beliefs. I donôt remember stuttering through it one 

bit. I turned my good ear slightly toward the person 

who asked me to repeat after him and made sure I 

repeated his words loud and clear for everyone in 

the room, which I had no idea how large it was, to 

hear me. 

 Afterwards, when I returned to the 

Lodge for the remainder of the ceremony, I was 

seated in a chair while another Brother lectured me. 

This part of the ceremony most impressed me. It 

showed me that the Brothers in the room had to 

care enough about the tradition of Masonry to study 

and commit that much information to memory. The 

lecture seemed like it went on for the better part of 

an hour. Had this Lodge not been dedicated to tra-

dition the lecture could have very well been given 

to me in media format to watch or listen to on my 

own time. At the end every member approached me 

to shake my hand, introduce themselves and wel-

come me to the Lodge. They made me feel like I 

was actually part of the Lodge and there to learn 

and do some good for the community unlike my 

first experience when I had attempted to search out 

the Masons, organizations that seemed to be secre-

tive or too college-fraternity-like. I am pleased to 

write that I will enjoy being a member of the Flag-

staff Lodge no matter where the Army may send 

me next.   

 

Alfred Kenneth Austin III  

My First Degree  ééééééééééééé...é..Continued from Pg 3éé. 
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