
 

Volume 9, Issue 6 

Trestle Board 

Flagstaf f  Lodge #7 

 On October 10th 2009 officers 

and firefighters their friends and fam-

ily, all gathered at the Radisson Hotel 

for an inspiring event.  Flagstaff 

Lodge #7 hosted the Police and Fire-

fighters Banquet for the 8th year 

which honored the most outstanding 

officer and firefighter of the year.  

These awards, unlike many others, 

are voted on by their peers, and not 

by immediate supervisors.  Many of 

the officers and firefighters alike truly 

felt honored to receive this award, 

especially with the knowledge that it 

was their peers who awarded it to 

them.  There was a record breaking 

turnout this year with approximately 

145 dinners served.   

 The Honor Guard, represented 

by members of the Flagstaff Police 

Dept., Flagstaff Fire Dept., and High-

land Fire Dept., started the cere-

mony off with the presentation of 

the colors.  The invocation was 

done by Larry Wallen, father of 

award winner Kristen Smith, and 

was followed by dinner and the 

presentation of the awards.  

 I was not able to attend the 

previous banquet,  and I was very 

proud to be a part of the attending 

brethren this year who were able 

to come out and show their sup-

port to the men and women who 

risk their lives everyday to protect 

our community.  A hearty con-

gratulations to all the award win-

ners this year; and a sincere 

thanks to all of the men and 

women in uniform for doing what 

you do! 

Award Winners 

Flagstaff Fire Department:                
Kristen Smith 

Flagstaff Police Department:                      
Collin Sealy 

Coconino County Sheriff Department:  
Terry Wendling & Freddy Galicia 

Pinewood Fire Department:                    
Matt Burns 

Highland Fire Department:                     
Josh Ponds 

Arizona Department of Public Safety:      
Ken Hensheid 

Northern Arizona Police Department:    
Bill Niles Jr. 

Summit Fire Department:                       
Martin Johns 

8th Annual Police & Firefighters Banquet 

November & December 2009 
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4. Lou Campas SW 
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Grand Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MWGM Michael T. Bishop 
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Grand Canyon #4 Order of Eastern Star 

Worthy Matron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . é..Mary Lou Galyon   

Worthy Patron PP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Don Galyon 

928-779-3222 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..bigdon7@gmail.com 

Associate Matron . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .. . .Leona Watson   

Associate Patron . . . . . . . . . . éé. . . . éééé.. Jim Watson   

Secretary PM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathy Lindstrom   

Treasurer PM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cathy Cobbin   

Conductress PM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roxanne Browne   

Associate Conductress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Katherine Meyer    

Chaplin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ééé...Lois Davis  

Marshal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barene Conley   

Organist PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Georgia Moore 

Grand Organist Emeritus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Adah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . éééAutumn Tax 

Ruth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morgana Campbell  

Esther. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Tina Campbell  

Martha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barene Conley   

Electa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . unfilled at this time 

Warder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...Phil Cobbin   

Sentinel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Howard Davis   
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 I still have 7 members 

who have not yet paid their 2009 

dues, despite a couple of remind-

ers having been sent out.  If you 

do not have a beige card with 

2009 printed on the face, you 

will be receiving an ñofficial no-

ticeò in November that you will 

be suspended if dues have not 

reached me by December 31st.  

Our 2010 dues cards will be ar-

riving in November or Decem-

ber, so please consider paying 

both yearsô dues to save you and 

me from doing this again next 

year. Dues are due and payable 

on January 1st each year for the 

coming year. 

 We will be sending our 

last boxes to the soldiers of the 

10th Mountain Division, 1/32 in-

fantry, A Company, 3rd platoon, 

deployed in Afghanistan, by mid

-November. I will be e-mailing 

those on my e-mail list asking 

for Christmas goodies to mail to 

the guys. We have supported 

these guys since January, and 

yes, we have continued to sup-

port them with necessary items 

and a few extras even since 

Ericôs death, and we hope each 

of them will return home safely. 

We have been requested to send 

boxes only through mid-

November so that the guys will 

have time to receive our boxes 

and to pack everything up with a 

scheduled return to Ft. Drum in 

mid-January. My deepest thanks 

to everyone who has supported 

this project.  If you live out of 

town and want to help, you 

might want to consider a dona-

tion to help with postage. 

 We need active members 

to come to the meetings, and 

help with our projects for the 

Crisis center and the soldiers.  

Some of our other charitable pro-

jects this year have included the 

Hope Cottage, Project Linus of 

No. AZ, the Make-a-Wish Foun-

dation, along with Eastern Star 

charities of the Rob Morris Fund, 

ESTARL, and the Scholarship 

Fund. You all should have received 

your annual roster in the mail re-

cently, so look up phone numbers 

and let one of the officers know if 

you want a ride to any of our meet-

ings. You get out of any organiza-

tion only what you put into it! 

 Our Worthy Matron has the 

following meetings planned, so 

please join us, weôd love to see 

you.  Meetings start at 7:30 pm and 

we are usually out by 9:00, so no 

excusesðset your vcr or dvr or 

tivo and get out of the house for a 

few hours. If you want to be added 

to our e-mail reminder list, just let 

me know. 

Nov 10th ï Honor PGM, Mary 

OôHara, & PGP, Howard Davis, & 

honor our veterans-so come on 

out veterans, we want to thank 

you! 

Nov 24th ï Honor our long-time 

and very talented Organist, Geor-

gia Moore 

Dec 8th ï Friendship night & our 

Christmas party 

Dec. 22nd ï NO MEETING! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 Brother Lance Brown and I are working on cre-

ating a list which would contain a list of the brethren 

and what parts of ritual everyone knows.  This would 

ensure that we have good coverage of all the parts of 

ritual and would encourage some others to possibly 

learn some parts which only a few know.  Feel free to 

contact Lance or myself on what parts you know or 

would like to learn so we can begin producing a com-

prehensive list. 

 Don has a gold band in his 

office which was recovered in the 

lodge after Regis òRexó Mooneyõs 

funeral service.  If any one has lost 

a ring, or knows who it may be-

long to, please contact Don at the 

Lodge.  

Grand Canyon Chapter #4, Flagstaff Order of the Eastern Starééé..By Kathy Lindstrom, Secretary 

Lost & Found 
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Saturday August 29th the two Masonic 

Lodges again came together to perform a joint dual 

degree. Brothers Anthony M. Giacovino from Flag-

staff and Anthony Steed Jr. from San Bernardino 

were raised to the degree of Master Mason in the 

outdoors at the Deadwood tank watering hole for 

cattle a few miles north of Munds Park. 

The two lodges met for smoked prime rib 

dinner with all the fixinôs at WM Morgan Haga-

manôs home on Friday to welcome our San Bernar-

dino Brothers to the cool mountains of Northern 

Arizona. Saturday Morning the Lodge was set be-

tween two large oak trees behind the West and two 

large ponderosa pine trees behind the East. To the 

north was a partially dry watering hole for cattle 

(Deadwood Tank). Coffee, OJ and doughnuts were 

set and ready by 08:00. 

Cowanôs and eavesdropper's and elk scouts 

were kept at bay by the Tilers who were on horse 

back. Thank you goes to the El Zaribah Shrine 

Mounted Patrol led by brother Paul Sauerbrey along 

with two other El Zaribah Shrine brothers for doing 

a wonderful job of tiling the Lodge during the out-

door degree. 

Joining the outdoor degree from Arizona 

Grand Lodge were WB Jim Roan RWDGM Free 

and Accepted Masons of the State of Arizona, along 

with WB Brook Cunningham, WB Rich McNeil, 

WB Jim May PGM. There must have been close to 

50 Masons at the outdoor event. Lunch was brought 

out by Brother Uncle Buzz. Kudos to Uncle Buzz 

for a wonderful lunch served to our hungry brothers. 

Saturday evening we all came together for a 

wonderful evening of steak, baked potatoes and 

country beans at the home of brother Paul Sauer-

brey in Munds Park. Brother Paul and his lovely 

wife Renee opened their home for this portion of the 

weekend. A most wonderful, óThank Youô to Paul 

and Renee Sauerbrey for their most gracious and 

warm hospitality and reception to complete the end 

of another outdoor event. 

Flagstaff AZ. #7 and San Bernardino CA. 

#178 have been coming together for over 15 years 

rotating sites for this joint dual degree. Next year 

Flagstaff #7 will travel to California and bring our 

next candidate for the next degree. It was expressed 

that we may reserve the Columbia CA Lodge for the 

next event. For those brothers who may not be to-

tally familiar with the Columbia Lodge it is the 

home Lodge of Brother Mark Twain. If that site is 

not available we may be back to the San Bernardino 

area and possibly the new 

home of the San Bernar-

dino Lodge. 

We were not able 

to get any photoôs in the 

outdoors due to a short 

closing as the result of a 

sudden rain shower. 

Brothers quickly scram-

bled to get out of the rain. 

San Bernardino CA and Flagstaff AZ Outdoor Degree                                                                                    

By Lou Campas 
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 A special thanks goes out to Michael Donelson.  Mi-

chael played the bagpipes in full traditional attire for the 

4th time at the police and firefighters banquet on October 

10th.  It has become one of the favorite displays at the ban-

quet by all who attend.  Thank you Michael once again for 

your presentation on behalf of the brethren of Flagstaff 

Lodge #7.  



 As I have contemplated and sought the meaning of the 

symbolism that is found throughout the Masonic Ritual and 

within the Lodge itself, I have found myself, more often than 

not, drawn to a symbol that seems to inter-relate with other sym-

bols mentioned within the Ritual and symbols that are physically 

evident within the Lodge.  My attention was first drawn to this 

symbol as I studied and learned the Lecture of the First Degree.  

I noted that the ritual of this lecture was very specific in stating 

that since the time of the Holy Saint Johns é there is, or should 

be, represented in every well furnished Lodge, a certain Point 

within a Circle,é.   There was no such symbol of a Point within 

a Circle represented in my Lodge.  I looked within the other 

Lodges that I frequently visited and found that they also were 

without this symbol.  My curiosity thoroughly aroused I turned 

to The Craft and Its Symbols: Opening the Door to Masonic 

Symbolism by Allen E. Roberts.  Here for the first time I was 

able to see a representation of the symbol of a Point 

within a Circle.   

 Roberts addresses the meaning of this sym-

bol as follows: ñ The symbolism of the Point within a 

Circle has come down to us from time immemorial.  

No building can be properly built without an accurate 

square.  Our operative brethren used the point to con-

struct the circle.  The knowledge of how to test a 

square for accuracy was the great secret of the master 

builder.  The great secret of the Speculative Mason is 

the knowledge of how to use the teachings of the 

Craft to build a Spiritual Temple so that it will stand the test of 

time.  This symbol becomes a test of our virtue.ò  

 This graphic illustration and explanation of the Point 

within a Circle symbol caused me to look for, and exam the rela-

tionship of, various other Masonic symbols to the primary sym-

bol of the Point within a Circle.  I have found that all three of 

the great Lights of Freemasonry, the Holy Writings, which is 

indeed a part of the symbol, the Compasses which are used to 

construct a circle, and the Square which may be derived from 

the circle by use of the compasses are thus directly related.  This 

relationship in and of itself suddenly caused me to consider the 

Point within a Circle with a much higher regard than I had pre-

viously.  As I further examined the symbol of the Point within a 

Circle it became apparent from the description given within the 

Ritual that the Masonic use of Parallel and Perpendicular were 

directly related as are the teachings of Saint John the Baptist and 

Saint John the Evangelist.  I present to you for consideration the 

following: 

 In the First Degree the first things presented to a candi-

dates view in a Masonic Lodge are the three great lights of Ma-

sonry and he is told thaté    

 The first objects presented to your view on being 

brought from darkness are the three Great Lights of Free-

masonry, the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses.  The Holy 

Bible is given us as the rule and guide of our faith, the 

Square to square our actions, and the Compasses to circum-

scribe our desires and keep our passions within due bounds 

toward all mankind, particularly our brethren in Freema-

sonry. 

 This passage is presented to the candidate as he, for the 

first time, is shown Masonic symbols.  He is told the Holy Bible, 

Square and Compasses are the three Great Lights of Freema-

sonry.  We should take notice that these three symbols are indeed 

the first objects present in Masonry for the new Entered Appren-

tice to observe, and he is told they are the three Great Lights of 

Freemasonry.  While this may indeed make an impression upon 

the new candidate, his understanding of them and their context is 

just beginning.  In the lecture of the First Degree this is rein-

forced as he is later told, in part, their significance and their 

meaningé.     

 Every well governed Lodge is furnished with a Holy 

Bible, Square and Compasses.  The Holy Bible is dedicated to 

God, it being His inestimable gift to man as the rule and guide of 

his faith, and upon it all regular Masons have been obligated; the 

Square to the Master, because it is the proper Masonic emblem of 

his office; and to the Compasses to the Craft, for by due 

attention to its use we are taught to circumscribe our 

desires and keep our passions within due bounds toward 

all mankind.    In this pas-

sage, the Square is designated as an emblem belonging 

to the Master of a Lodge, the Holy Bible is designated as 

a gift from God to the individual man for the rule and 

guide of his faith, the Compasses are dedicated to all 

members of the craft for there individual use in circum-

scribing their desires and keeping our passions within 

due bounds toward all mankind.  Latter in the lecture of 

the First Degree the concept of the Holy Writings, Square and 

Compasses are again reiterated when he is first told of the symbol 

of the Point within a Circle and it is described to himé. 

      éthere is 

or should be represented in every well furnished Lodge a cer-

tain point within a circle, the point representing an individual 

brother and the circle, the boundary line of his conduct beyond 

which he should never suffer his passions, prejudices, or his in-

terests to betray him.  This circle is supported by two perpendicu-

lar parallel line representing Saint John the Baptist and Saint John 

the Evangelist, and on its top rest the Holy Writings.  In travers-

ing its circumference, we necessarily touch upon the parallel lines 

and also upon the Holy Writings, and while a Mason keeps him-

self thus circumscribed, it is impossible that he can materially err.

     This passage, from 

the Masonic Ritual, should continue to enter the forefront of our 

minds, it is meant to bring a certain amount of clarity to the as-

signment and inter-relationship of certain symbols available to 

the individual Mason.  The point being the individual Mason, by 

definition within Geometry, is the Radius Point of the Circle with 

which the individual Mason desires to circumscribe himself.  

Compasses are used to draw circles, and are therefore essential in 

the creation of the circle that is to become the boundary of his 

conduct, with them may also be created a perfect square, or angle 

of 90 degrees, to be construction of parallels and perpendiculars.  

In the third degree the candidate is toldé..   

                                                é. as the most 

vital parts of man are contained within the breast, 

éééééééééééééé...Continued on Pg 6 so are 

A Point within a Circleééééééééé.é..éééééééé.By Jeffery S. Carlton, PM 
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the most important tenets of Freemasonry  contained within 

the points of the extended compasses. They are Brotherly 

Love, Relief and Truth.              This pas-

sage defines the symbolism of the compasses as a representa-

tion of the three principle tenets of Freemasonry, Brotherly 

Love, Relief and Truth.  The candidate is further instructed in 

the symbols relating to the Point within a Circle in the Lecture 

of the First Degree when he is toldé.               é.the 

three immovable jewels of a Lodge are the Square, Level 

and Plumb é the Square denotes Morality, the Level, equality 

and the Plumb rectitude of life.                        This pas-

sage defines the Square as a symbol of morality, which may 

readily be graphically constructed from the point, circle, and 

compasses.  The Level, which is used by operative builders to 

try horizontals, is defined as a symbol of equality, the basic 

instrument with which parallels are created, and the Plumb, 

used by operative workman to test the vertical, is defined as a 

symbol of rectitude of life and conduct, is an instrument to cre-

ate perpendiculars to the earth.  Geometry again teaches us that 

not only the square, but also parallels and perpendiculars may 

be constructed by the use of a circle and the compasses.   

     In the third degree 

the Master once again reiterates the speculative use of the com-

passes to the candidate as he tells the candidateé  

    é. That you are to never 

loose sight of this valuable instrument (the compasses) by 

which we are taught to circumscribe our desires and keep 

our passions within due bounds toward all mankind, par-

ticularly our brethren in Freemasonry.   

   The importance of the Compasses to 

the individual Mason is again clearly defined as an important 

symbol he should never loose sight of.    

   Having received these instruction from the 

degrees of Masonry, we now need to consider how they are 

related and what indeed constitutes the circle with which we are 

to circumscribe our desires and keep our passions in due 

bounds, or, of what then is our circle made?   

 The entire First Degree is devoted to the explanation 

of Freemasonry as éan institution having for its foundation 

the practice of the social and moral virtues.  Certainly we 

know that to establish a circle representing the boundary of our 

conduct requires the use of the Compasses, which we have been 

taught contain the Three Principle Tenets of Freemasonry, 

Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.  This alludes that a portion of 

our, circle or conduct, must be governed by the individual Ma-

sons comprehension of these Three Principle Tenets. 

 That the circle representing a Masonôs conduct has 

resting upon it top the Holy Writings is symbolic that the teach-

ing within the Holy Scriptures should also be a part of the 

boundary the individual Mason creates for his conduct.  The 

Circle is supported symbolically we are told by two perpendicu-

lar parallel lines representing Saint John the Baptist and Saint 

John the Evangelist, which alludes that the Mason should make 

the teachings of these Patrons of Masonry as part of his bound-

ary of conduct.  We understand now that indeed parallel and 

perpendicular lines may be created from a single point at the 

center of, and the circle itself, by aid of the compasses.  These 

symbols are directly related to each other through the first and 

noblest of the sciences, Geometry.   

 Let us now consider other lessons contained within 

the ritual which we might consider as essential in the con-

struction of the boundary of the individual Masons moral and 

social conduct.     

 The First Degree specifically addresses the four car-

dinal virtues, Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, 

which also provide the individual Mason with guidance in 

establishing the boundary of his conduct.  

 We receive instruction in the First Degree through 

the symbolism of the Lodge itself that the Mason should have 

Faith and Hope and realize that Charity is the greatest and 

enduring trait a Mason may have.  Wisdom, Strength and 

Beauty should be considered in all of our doings.   

 That the Mason should be constantly aware that there 

is both good and evil in the world, that each person is sur-

rounded in some way with blessings and comforts in his life 

that he should enjoy by his reliance on Divine Providence.  

He should look to the perpetuation of Morality, the promotion 

of Equality and that he should act with Rectitude in his Life 

are essential to the Mason.    

 The Mason has been taught that he is by nature 

rough and unrefined in his infancy and that only by being 

industrious in his endeavors, seeking education and expand-

ing his knowledge can he achieve and grow in manhood.

 The boundary of an individual Masons conduct is for 

he to singularly determine with the aid of the Supreme Archi-

tect of the Universe.  The lessons within the ritual of the fra-

ternity give him guidance in establishing his boundary.  How-

ever, how the individual Mason constructs his circle and ap-

plies the tenets of Freemasonry to that circle are for him alone 

to determine.  It is evident that time; the continual study, com-

prehension and practice of the principles and tenets of our 

ritual will determine the extent of the individual Masons 

boundary of conduct.  This will directly effect his interaction 

with his family, peers, neighbor, community and society, and 

their perception of him.    

 A Mason should consider the boundary of his con-

duct to be one that is ever changing, as his depth of under-

standing and application of the principles and tenets of the 

fraternity are continually developed through consideration 

and practiced within society.   

 Each Mason is the point from which his circle of 

conduct emanates.  The circle and all that it represents is de-

pendent upon the value the individual Mason places upon the 

principles and tenets contained within the Ritual of Freema-

sonry, and the way he practices them.  

 Thus the symbol of a Point within a Circle we have 

discussed in this paper becomes emblematic of the individual 

Masons personal growth in the practice of the social and 

moral virtues taught within our fraternity.  The circle of his 

conduct should be ever broadening as he continues to expand 

his knowledge and recognize the intricacies and relationships 

of the symbols of Freemasonry and their relationships and 

practice.  

A pointéééé...Continued from page 5 
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 The winds of the impending winter are upon us 

once again. As we go into our last two months of this 

year, let us see where we have been, and where we are 

headed? Have we accomplished what we set out to do 

this last year? Are we headed in the right direction? 

 We have recently brought in some new young 

Masons into our Masonic Fraternity. We have had some 

growing interest in the line of officers and our Lodge 

has been blessed with some very bright, enthusiastic, 

young, and eager men. Stay committed and stay alert 

and in the years to come and if you seek to become a 

part of the line of officers, then eventually you will 

reach your goal. For those brothers whom have been 

chosen to become a part of the line of officers, learn as 

much as you can and get yourself into our degree work 

with all of your heart.  

 I like to go into the Lodge at about 07:30 AM 

on days prior to the EA Degree and practice my EA lec-

ture with the slides we have in the Lodge. Some of the 

words I can relate to this, are from the portion where it 

is written, ñWe therefore make use of the right hand as 

a pledge of our fidelity, thereby renouncing our own 

will on all things appertaining to Freemasonry and be-

coming obedient to the rules and regulations of our an-

cient and Honorable Fraternity.ò EA Degree Lecture  

 For those who have made their Pledge and 

agreed to become a part of the line, you have committed 

yourself to be at Lodge when called upon. How many 

times do we have to go through a degree and have 

brothers fill in because we have vacancies in the line of 

officers. How many times must we have the Master of 

the Lodge go around and ask for volunteers to fill in. 

We have brothers who are studying their new lines just 

prior to a degree, simply because other brothers are not 

living up to their full commitment, their promise, their 

pledge. A few years ago I made a statement that ruffled 

a few feathers among the members. I said, ñEither lead, 

follow or get out of the way.ò I stand firm with what I 

said then, and I will repeat it again, and again till the 

message gets through.  

 I too have been absent from Lodge on a rare 

occasion. I have family vacations and I also take trips 

related to my work representing our Union members at 

work. Even while on vacation I have attended Masonic 

Stated Meetings in Pearl Harbor Lodge in Hawaii, at 

Fraternal Alliansa Lodge #92 in Washington DC and 

other Lodges around the country. I make my own effort 

to visit as many Lodges wherever I may travel to. I take 

Masonry seriously and when traveling I make an effort 

to visit brothers wherever I my travels take me.   

 I will not ask my brothers to make the same 

commitments that I personally did. Simply for you to 

fulfill the commitments you have made to your mother 

Lodge. We all have our families, we all have our em-

ployment and we all have our Lodge. If I am in town on 

Thursdays then I am at Lodge. Your participation and 

attendance will be greatly appreciated.  

 As we go into our final days of 2009 let us re-

flect on the many charities that we have been able to 

help. To the Bikes for Books and the many children that 

have benefited not only with a new bike but with the 

knowledge of reading more and more books. To our 

students that received our scholarships, many blessings 

with the education that you are receiving. To the Police 

and Firefighters for their recognition for their contribu-

tions to their communities. To the recipient of the Ma-

son of the year, brother Jim Harvel, well done good and 

faithful servant. To all of our brothers as we prepare to 

enter the year 2010, may we be as successful and ac-

complish the same and even more if that is possible in 

the year to come.         

     In Solidarity,

        Lou Campas, SW               

From the WESTééééééééé..by: Lou Campas, SW 
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 Thank you Brothers Tom Loomis and Nelson PGM., for your donations to the Rex Mooney scholar-

ship fund in memory of our late Brother Regis òRexó Mooney. 

 Also the donation posted in the last edition from Georgia Moore was from both Georgia and Gifford 

Moore.  Thank you both for your donation. 

Rex Mooney Scholarship Fund 



November 2009 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 Stated Meeting                

Dinner 6:30 

Lodge 7:30 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 Degree                

Dinner 6:00 

Lodge 7:00 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
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 How do we encourage new master masons, with the assistance of a brother, to perform good ritual?  Something Iôve 
noticed, sitting as an officer in the lodge, is that we seem to learn ritual by repetition rather than coaching.  Senior Deaconsô 
role seems to change radically with the events in lodge ie: Grand Lodge visitation, and the 3 different degrees.  If we learn 
through repetition we have no exposure to learn until it happens. Whereôs the coaching?  Whereôs the mentoring?  If we learn 
as we go along during a degree, is that fair to the candidate or the practitioner?  Why do we not take the time and effort to 
train, coach, mentor and teach outside of regular lodge functions?  Instead of making our DDGLôs wholly responsible for all 
proficiency in the lodge, how do we take it upon ourselves to make it our responsibility; without assigning duties or require-
ments and keep the enthusiasm of the brethren to practice, while maintaining the integrity of the ritual.  It seems now that as a 
new master mason you are critiqued even sitting on the sideline during open lodge on how to act, let alone if a young mason 
would like to participate in ritual work where he has already observed other brothers correcting degree work during the degree.  
While Iôm sure the intentions are in the right place we need to be aware of the potential negative effects this may have on a new 
brother, or officer.  Some of the older brothers might say that all they had in their time was a code book.  My question would 
be, how did they learn it then?  The answer would be practice, teaching and coaching.  This my brethren is the point I am trying 
to make!  We need to figure a way to encourage the young masons to take part in the ritual and coach them adequately so they 
will want to continue doing it.  Fear of failure in in lodge should never be a de-motivator!  Brotherly-Love, Relief and Truth 
should be the lights in the darkness which guide us all to encourage and inspire confidence in our brothers. 

A word from the sidelineséééééééééééééé..Brian Collup  



December 2009 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 2 3 Stated Meeting                

Dinner 6:30 

Lodge 7:30 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 Degree                

Dinner 6:00 

Lodge 7:00 

11 12 Installation 

of Officers for 

2010. 2pm @ 

lodge. 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
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birth to another which I cannot help 

but share with all of you.  I am truly 

grateful to belong to such a wonderful 

lodge.  I have visited other lodges and 

spoken with other brethren around the 

country, and I have enjoyed those vis-

its.  But, I can tell you that Flagstaff 

Lodge #7 is something truly unique 

and blessed.  We have a wonderful 

lodge building and we are financially 

stable; which is something to be 

thankful for these days.  But more that 

that, I am most grateful for the breth-

ren!  I am reminded that a lodge is 

only as great as the members it is 

composed of.  We have young mem-

 With Thanksgiving ap-

proaching, I find myself stopping for 

a few moments to take a look at the 

things in my life and reflect on what I 

am thankful for.  As I always do I 

give thanks to my family and friends, 

and this year I even pause to give 

thanks to those in my office who 

make it a wonderful place to work.  It 

is truly a blessing to know that I am 

surrounded by others who share my 

dedication to patient care, and who 

give all of themselves without hesita-

tion. 

 And this final thought gives 

bers coming in, and older members 

who are eager to share their knowl-

edge and support to everyone.  For 

those of you brethren who have never 

visited anywhere else, and I am not 

talking down about any other lodges 

or brethren, you truly donôt have any 

perspective.  My dad tried to explain 

to me before how lucky I was, but at 

the time I had no perspective to see it.  

But I can tell you we all here in Flag-

staff are truly blessed to belong to 

such a wonderful lodge.  Thank you 

all brethren of Flagstaff Lodge #7 for 

allowing me to be apart of your fam-

ily. 

óEditors Cornerstoneô      By: Jason Morrett 
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